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Lois Raw's large scale pastel pieces at the Agassebon Gallery's Logo(s) exhibition.
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Lois Raw goes big at recent exhibition
By Mark Arike, Marketing Associate

Putting Lois Raw near a set of pastels is akin tmiting someone with a long lost relative. The extion is
almost instantaneous and an undeniable bond quiicktys right from the first close encounter.

Raw’s love affair with the arts started wher slas a young child: the moment she caught herdiirepse of her
aunt working magic on a canvas was the moment sbarbe hooked.

“From a very early age | had watched her doangt explained Raw in a recent interview at thgnds Jamieson



Gallery in Minden. “She worked in pastels, in oitsgouache... because | saw that it just seemediliperfectly
natural thing to do.”

Raw was born and raised in Toronto, and sp@st of her professional career teaching in the &ty 981 she
took a two-year leave of absence to teach in B&tate, Northern Nigeria. When she returned shekfyuicavelled
yet again to teach with the Department of Indiafai$ in Red Sucker Lake, Manitoba. After 31 yeairteaching
she retired and moved to the Highlands.

Even during her teaching career, Raw was dipiag artist who took many courses to improve $ighis. The
Haliburton School of the Arts played an integrdérim those learning experiences.

“I took a lot of courses there,” Raw recallsjnting out that two instructors in particular hagdignificant
influence on her as a visual artist. “I learnedtaabout pastel and colour in Al Van Mil's classesl John Lennard
provided a great deal of solid technique in lifawling.”

Most recently, Raw’s exquisite pastel work vieeggtured alongside other artists Michael Bainbridgd Wayne
Rose in the Logo(s) exhibition at the Agnes Jarmm&Sallery (which ended on March 13). For the shbes didn’t
stray too far from what she’s accustomed to daéxgept this time she chose to go big — real big.

In the large open room of the gallery, threex®®” vibrant pieces could be seen spread actads wall. Raw
gained inspiration to create the massive, one-kifid-pieces from a combination of the travels sfektin Canada
and abroad.

“| favour landscapes because | think | haved for the land,” she explains. “| came up witegé from my
travels up the coast of Labrador — which was vepcative — and South America.” The delicate depitticapture
waterfalls, rocks and colourful sky hues.

These patrticular pieces aren't showing offadtcations, but instead are more of a blend adtvitew saw when
she reflected back on her various journeys.

¥ “I didn’t have photographic references for anytudge — they
mare all out of my head,” she said.
Raw has always drawn inspiration from the landscape is
‘especially fond of the beauty that is always presethe
Highlands.

“I really like the Canadian Shield, love thentér and our
wildlife.”
i In addition to landscapes, Raw also loves tavdscenes and

people. She just put out a series of cats thapahmed in
acrylics, and in her Minden series she highliglaggof the
downtown — especially the Riverwalk (see thimuTube linkfor
a video production by Highlands Media Arts).

When looking at her striking illustrations, omweuld think that
a decent amount of time when into the planning @secRaw, on
the other hand, prefers spontaneity and going thighflow.

“I do them [illustrations] fast; | like to keghem fresh
looking,” she admits.

Lois works at her humble abode: Queen's Line Studio
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What's next for Raw?



She is presently working on commissioned piebesing the month of August she will be part of ti&éx
Women” show at the Heritage Café in Haliburton.Aug. 4 you can catch her at the Art in the Villagent at the
Minden museum grounds. She’s also planning on daiseries for Haliburton just like she did for the
Sesquicentennial committee in Minden. Some of hierdeh pieces are still available for purchase & Chowne
Gallery.

Raw resides near Carnarvon with her cat anddivgs in a former schoolhouse she calls Queen's Sindio.
The studio is open by appointment only.

To learn more, email her liaw@sympatico.car call 705-286-1083.

See a 4:13 video production on Lois b€LICKING HERE. Video supplied byHighlands
Media Arts.




