Arts Council~Haliburton Highlands presents...

December's

'Featured Artist’

Haliburton County gives John
Lennard all the inspiration he
needs

By Mark Arike, Marketing Associate

With the liberal use of rich colours, precise hayd-eoordination and
about a half a century of experience, John Lenoapdures what is perhaps
the most spectacular and attractive feature oHilyalands: its picturesque
landscape.

“I just love the landscape up here,” says Lednarocally and nationally
recognized oil painting artist who lives and wonkdinden. “There’s no lack
of subject matter; it's wonderful.”

It would be a safe bet to say that Lennard’skiwas come a long way since his older brother ifitsbduced him
to the oil medium at the age of 12. Over the yb@svork has been showcased at studios across &anad\New
York. Along the way his name has been includedublipations such as “A Dictionary of Canadian Axtfsand
“Artists in Canada” — both guides to the who's whdhe Canadian arts scene. He was also elected re Society
of Canadian Artists (SCA), a non-profit artistsganization.

But before all of the pats on the back camegailgries took notice of his work, Lennard wasa\shg artist
(and student). After graduating from high schodl&aside, a Toronto area neighbourhood, the Badiire
enrolled at the Ontario College of Art. After grating he
packed up his belongings and took off to New Ydtie
city that never sleeps’.

“Those were the years when abstract and expressi
were really big,” recalls Lennard of the ‘60s. Hbought to
myself ‘this is where the action is ... | want to 'gb!

The experience proved to be an eye-opener fonauel,
who vividly remembers learning in a free-for-athssroom
setting that came with some harsh professors in‘tohe
Arts League was like a big studio and twice a wibek
instructor would come in to tell you how bad yourgyé he
says in jest.

Lennard’s fling with the big city was fun whilelasted,
but at heart, he was always a small-town kind of die
first fell in love with the Highlands through visito his
family’s cottage on Big Hawk Lake (which he visitsthis
day). For the past seven years he has sharedrhimpent
residence, and studio, with his wife Marie in tieai of
Minden.

“The colours here are magnificent,” he says estin,



seated in his living room that is adorned withdrisations on the walls. It's undeniable that Ledrzas produced
an enviable amount of work in his time, but dondt {ourself — it hardly ever comes together likeakwork.
“They [paintings] have a mind of their own. Walys start off thinking that | know what I'm goiing do but the
painting always has a different idea,” points oaehhard about the love-hate relationship he has higthvork.
Lennard — who looks up to the likes of Van Gagld Tom Thompson — doesn’t plan on rinsing offidrissh for
good anytime soon. He always has something ondhargl that's just way he likes it.

Those interested in seeing Lennard’s

work, or chatting about the arts, are

always welcome to drop by his studio
located at 16 St. Germaine St. in Minden.

To ensure he’s at home when you arrive, book an
appointment by emailinglennards@interhop.netor
calling 705-286-3037.




