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It was a night not just about awards but about Haliburton County itself as a community fostering excellence in arts of all kinds. 

From the fresh-cut flowers to the jazz numbers by the high school improv combo, from the delicate programs to the comedic host, the third annual arts gala Saturday night at the Haliburton Legion was as elegant and joyous as any arts program anywhere in Canada. 

There was visiting, laughing and chatter amongst long-time friends and standing ovations for artists and supporters who won the prestigious awards throughout the evening. 

Dysart councillor Janis Parker took the award for supporter/administrator for her work sponsoring artists and arts organizations throughout the county. 

“It has been my honour to get to know many of you and you have enriched my life,” Parker said accepting the award. 

She was nominated along with Jack Brezina, Laurie Carmount, HCDC, Laurie Jones and Tammy Rea of Highlands Media Arts. 

Christopher King of Wilberforce won the emerging artist category, but wasn’t there to get the award because he’s in California. King is a writer and filmmaker who produced the award-winning Stuffing and produced two films in 2008. Other nominees included Patricia L. Currie, April Gates, Tracey Lee Green, Jonathan Hagerty and Noelia Marziali. 

Young artist of the year went to Teghan Dodds, a participant at the Art Hive. She was nominated along with Haliburton Dance Arts, Billy Janitsch, Tamara Poropat, Sarah Varty and Josh Vlaming. 

Founder of the year went to Jack Brezina for his 25 years of work for the arts including the Highlands Summer Festival, work at the Minden Hills Cultural Centre, Minden’s banner festival and his Canoe FM arts radio program. Fellow nominees were Michael Fay, Tiffany Howe, Outloud Womyn’s Voices, Tammy Rea and the Rails End Gallery. 

Artist of distinction this year was Tammy Rea who has done work with Highland Media Arts, Those Other Movies, 48 Create and the Haliburton International Film Festival. Nominated with Rea were John Lennard, Rose Pearson, Debbie and Grahame Wales, Victoria Ward and Fay Wilkinson.

FULL NOMINEE LIST: 

EMERGING ARTIST 

Bayly, Darby 

Currie, Patricia L. 

Fay, Michael 

Gates, April 

Green, Tracey Lee 

Hagarty, Jonathan 

Jaycock, Mike 

King, Aaron 

King, Chris 

Luke, Sharon 

Marziali, Noelia 

Slote, Sandy 

YOUTH ARTIST 

Dodds, Teghan 

Haliburton Dance Arts 

Hopkins, Madeline 

Janitsch, Billy 

King, Aaron 

Pagliaro, Nadia 

Poropat, Tamara 

Van Nood, Danny 

Varty, Sarah 

Vlaming, Josh 

SUPPORTER/ADMINISTRATOR 

Arts Council~ Haliburton Highlands 

Brezina, Jack 

Carmount, Laurie 

Carter, Glen 

Fay, Michael 

Haliburton County Development Corporation 

Jones, Laurie 

King, Shelley 

Parker, Janis 

Pennylegion, Sean 

Rea, Tammy / Highlands Media Arts 

Rose, Lisa 

FOUNDER 

Blake, Jim 

Brezina, Jack 

Fay, Michael 

Frost Centre Institute 

Glidden, Bill 

Haliburton School of The Arts 

Hayward, Barry 

Howe, Tiffany 

Outloud Womyn's Voices 

Rails End Gallery & Arts Centre 

Rea, Tammy / Highlands Media Arts 

The Art Hive 

ARTIST OF DISTINCTION 

Bateman, Wendy 

Dunlop, Kevin 

Forbes, Sue 

Highlands Summer Festival 

Johns, Beth 

Lennard, John 

Mathews, Terri 

Mills, David 

Pearson, Rose 

Peel, Barbara Joy 

Rea, Tammy 

Regina, Tom 

Selbie, Jane 

Tink, Sophia 

Van Nood, Robert 

Wales, Grahame & Debbie 

Ward, Victoria 

Wilkinson, Fay

